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View from the Pulpit… 
 I think summer time is always an interesting 

time of the year, depending on where you are in the 

world. In the northern hemisphere we’re entering 

into those “Dog Days of Summer” where it gets hot 

and muggy, while in the southern hemisphere 

they’re entering into the cold winter season. It just 

seems weird to imagine the cold blizzards on the 

“snow fields” in New Zealand while we’re sitting 

here in 106 degree weather. But such is the nature 

of God’s design—a design that has kept 

humankind alive since creation.  

 God’s design for our lives is pretty unique as 

well. In fact, God has provided us an operator’s 

manual that we might learn how to use the blessings 

of God’s creation more effectively. God has also 

created a “fail safe mechanism,” so when things go 

wrong or we make mistakes, all is not lost. 

Wouldn’t it be awesome if we all became more 

familiar with the operator’s manual so that our 

lives, our interactions with others, and our 

relationship with God might be more aligned with 

God’s original design?   

 In the life of the church summer time is also 

when clergy and lay members gather from all 

around our annual conference to conduct the annual 

business of the church. During the last week in 

June; Steve and Barbara Haralson, Bob Fly, Sherry 

Brady and I, attended this year’s annual conference 

in Glendale. Although this year’s annual conference 

was in the new facility near the Arizona Cardinal’s 

stadium, everyone worked diligently to do the 

business of the church and voted on a number of 

important issues that affect our conference and our 

district as well as a number of resolutions from  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Conference. Sadly as a result of declining 

attendance and increased costs, the conference  

members decided to sell Pine Canyon camp and 

begin the process of locating a new camping site 

closer to the Tucson metropolitan area to 

continue the camping needs of our district.  

 I really hope you will join me and 

others in praying that God will lead us to a 

facility that will serve all the members, youth 

and children or our district. I have been in 

contact with our District Superintendant Mike 

Pearson and will be part of the transition team 

in locating a new facility. I would also encourage 

any of you who are interested, to attend a special 

meeting with the Bishop on Saturday July 25
th

 from 

10:00 a.m. to noon at Catalina United Methodist 

Church regarding this action. It is hoped that this 

will be a time where people can express their 

feelings, ask more questions, and begin looking to 

the future camping opportunities in the south 

district. If you 

are able to 

attend try to 

RSVP to Mike 

at 

mike@desertsw

.org or call 520-

325-2775 

 

We also voted 

on a number of 

changes  
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Blood pressure and blood 

glucose screening will be 

on Sunday, August 9 from 

9-10:30 a.m. in the Family 

Room off the Sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View from the pulpit Con’t: 

…for our Book of Discipline. Many of the 

changes were semantic and involved more inclusive 

language. If you would like more information on 

what happened at Annual Conference, just go to 

www.desertsouthwestconference.org and click on 

the Annual Conference link.  

 

 

The First United Methodist Church is 
looking for a part-time choir director.  The 
choir director is responsible for choral 
selections, rehearsals, and cantatas.  
Please contact SPRC if you are 
interested. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Acolyte Training 

 

Would you enjoy being a 

part of Sunday worship? 

  

There will be an acolyte 

training August 22 at 10 

a.m.  Come sign up and 

learn how.  

 

The training is for girls & 

boys 4th grade thru Jr. 

High.   

 

If you are interested, have 

your mom or dad bring you 

to church Saturday, August 

22nd at 10 a.m.  

 

Can’t come to the 

training?  Please call the 

church 428-4211, leave 

your name and phone 

number and you will be 

contacted. 

 

Being an acolyte is an 

important part of doing 

God’s work. 

 

(from Janet Foreman – 

Coordinator) 

 

 
 

http://www.desertsouthwestconference.org/
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      "Children's 

Sermon / Kids' Time" 
 

 Anyone in our 

membership who likes 

children, please think 

about subbing for our 

Children’s' Time teachers:  Pastor Bob, 1st 

Sundays;  Dick Spining, 2nd;  Sherry Brady, 

3rd; and Patti Hinton, 4th Sundays.  Any 

month with a fifth Sunday, it's my turn unless 

someone wants to switch. 

          It's not easy.  It takes work, Bible study 

and much prayer to get ready. Think of little 

children coming to Jesus to be blessed!       

Nerves of steel help as you stand in front of 

our congregation, while trying to simply focus 

on our kids.   

 There are no set rules, but we usually 

prepare a lesson based on the Gospel reading, 

unless God places a burden on your heart to 

present something special.    

 Object lessons are popular, and of 

course, a little treat to pass to the children is 

welcome, like plain cookies or Goldfish 

crackers, maybe. Nothing they might stick up 

their noses or in their ears or choke on and 

no sticky candy! Let one child pass out the 

treats after a prayer.  Pastor will lead the 

prayer if you don't feel comfortable praying 

aloud. 

 Try not to usurp Pastor's time: we fear 

someone might complain about the sermon 

running over into lunch time:   "Head for the 

Golden Corral like a herd of thirsty cows! 

Yahoo!!"   

 We old school teachers never know 

when enough said is enough,  =:0)! 

Use humor, listen to the children, and 

everyone will enjoy, maybe even learn 

something.    Especially you! 

Liz Garver   928-348-8981 

 

 

  

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 

30 Year Reunion with Gia Tho To 

Family 

 

  

Family members began arriving Friday 

evening and by noon on Saturday, July 

4th - 18 were here.  Six were unable to 

come because of other commitments. 

  

They reminisced about their emotional 

treacherous escape from Vietnam the 

summer of 1979 and about their rescue 

by the naval ship USN Robert E. 

Peary, and their arrival in Safford, 

Arizona on a hot July evening.  

  

Peggy Hunter compiled three books of 

documents, articles and photographs 

and after reviewing them many stories 

and memories surfaced about their life 

in the USA for the past 30 years. 

  

Most of the 8 children and some of 

their children are college educated, 

some own businesses, some run the 

family market and success runs 

rampant in this family.  The To family 

came back to Safford to thank FUMC, 

friends, teachers and community for 

their sponsorship and their beginnings 

in USA and to celebrate the past 30 

years.   

  

(The To family donated funds to help 

support our Preschool Day Care and 

Food Bank... mission projects that help 

others) 

 

ÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎÎ 
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Chime Notesé 

With the addition of Dick 

Spining  in July, the 

membership of John’s Joyful 

Ringers is now at ten. This is a 

good number as we can utilize all of our 3 octave 

set of chimes without over burdening chimers. It 

also allows us to play a variety of music with a 

richness of sound. 

Other members of the chime choir are Kelly Capps, 

Jenna Caylor, Karen Caylor, Erin, Fly, Tim 

Franklin, Emily Gyger, Jessie Stone, Trish Stone,  

and Stephanie Taylor.  

Beginner Chime class continues to meet every 

Monday at 5:30 and welcomes you and come and 

try out the chimes. Dorita Vail is making great 

progress, and you can, also. After spending a couple 

weeks learning the basics, we are now playing 

songs. 

If you have any questions about either group, please 

call Anne Borland at 520-909-4008. 

 

Camp Edge was a great 

success this past July 6-10
th

. 

Our highest attendance was 

65 and we stayed consistently 

at about 60. Our campers 

participated in five stations: 

music, Bible story time, 

recreation, Discovery time 

and music. They really got into all the motions to 

the music. Many of you saw 12 campers return on 

Sunday morning, July 12
th

, to share their songs with 

the congregation. Six of those campers were not 

from our church. The campers again gave their 

offering in the Penny and Nickel Parade for the 

food bank. They also brought canned goods. Our 

total for the week was $164.14 and the grocery cart 

was almost completely full. Thank you Dolan 

Campbell for welding together a great scale for 

VBS that now can be used every summer. Thanks 

also go to Lindsey Foods for supplying us with 

popsicles on Wednesday. We even had a VBS 

parent bring treats for the campers! On Friday we 

finished up VBS with a watermelon feast and a 

water-spray cool down thanks to the Bureau of 

Land Management Fire Crew! Parents, campers and 

staff enjoyed the food and fun. Pastor Bob got out 

his super soaker, but he didn’t soak anybody as 

much as he was soaked. Both he and Sherry got 

water-ballooned by VBS helpers. Thanks go to all 

who helped in any of the variety of ways.  

 

First United Methodist Church again participated in 

the Fourth of July Parade. We may not have won an 

award this year either, but we were the only church 

represented. Tricia Stone was able to supply us with 

a trailer, and youth and adults came Friday morning 

to decorate it for the “Let Freedom Ring” theme. 

This time the float was pulled by the church van 

rather than Pastor Bob’s pickup. Besides the ringing 

of bell we had on the float, we included an 

invitation to Vacation Bible School. Many of you 

saw how Pastor Bob grew about a foot taller with 

his stilts. Thanks Polly Gyger for making the pants 

long enough to not give Pastor Bob’s secret for 

rapid growth away! Thanks youth and adults who 

helped decorate and rode in the float. Now who can 

say that FUMC doesn’t come up with the coolest 

ideas? 

If you have any questions contact me @ 965-4607. 

Thanks, Sherry  
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The B. I. G . 

Event  

What is it?  

The òBelieving-In-Godó Event is a huge 

Information Carnival .   In addition to the 

great fun planned, the carnival is designed 

to inform the members and non -members 

about events, activities and opportunities 

for children, youth and adults at Safford 

First United Methodist Church.    

 What will the òfunó be?   

Childrenõs games, cupcake walk, jumping 

castle, hot dogs, the Sidewalk Sunday 

School truck, prize drawings, socialization, 

and so much more .    

 Where and when?   

Sunday, August 23rd from 9:00 am to 1 :00 

pm in the Pecan Grove of the   First United 

Methodist Church, 1020 S. 10th Ave, 

Safford, AZ 85546, (928) 428 -4211.  

 How you can help?  

1.  Invite others.  

2.  Come and enjoy.  

3.  Bring friends.  

4.  Pray for a successful event.  

5.  If you have a church event/program or 

project you would like others to know 

about, use this opportunity to get the 

information out. Please contact Patti 

Hinton 485 -2814 or Pastor Bob Holliday 

428 -4211 for details about setting up a 

display table.  

6.  Help us set up tables on Sa turday 

August 22nd.  

  www. safford fumc.org  

 

What do silk flowers, some 

scraps of material and a flat 

surface have in common?   

Sali Farrell.  Sali is the person 

who always makes sure that 

our altar is decorated 

appropriately for the Church seasons.  She does a 

beautiful job.  Without her efforts, it would be very 

easy for the altar to not show up against the beauty 

of the stained glass windows.  Thank you, Sali! 

 

 "Please pray for our 

American Military people! 

  Many souls from our own 

church family are serving or 

training for military duty.     

 They defend us with their 

lives; let us not forget these who 

sometimes think no one really 

cares.   

  I care, so I pray.   

 Thanks,        Liz" 

 

 
 

http://www.saffordfumc.org/
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*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

Some people are kind, polite, and 

sweet -spirited  

Until you try to sit in their pews.  

 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

Many folks want to serve God,   

But only as advisers.  

 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

It is easier to preach ten sermons   

Than it is to live one.  

 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

The good Lord didn't create anything 

without a purpose,  

But mosquitoes come close.  

 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

When you get to your wit's end,  

You'll find God lives there.  

 
*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  
People are funny; they want the front 

of th e bus,  

Middle of the road,  

And back of the church.  

 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

Opportunity may knock once,  

But temptation bangs on the front door 

forever.   

 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*  

Quit griping about your church;  

If it was perfect, you couldn't belong.  



The Month in Scripture 

August 2:  

2 Samuel11: 26-12:13a 

Psalm 51:1-12 

Ephesians 4: 1-16 

John 6: 24-35 

 

August 9:  

2 Samuel 18: 5-9, 15, 31-33 

Psalm 130 

Ephesians 4: 25-5: 2 

John 6: 35, 41-51 

 

August 16: 

1 Kings 2: 10-12, 3: 3-14 

Psalm 111 

Ephesians 5: 15-20 

John 6: 51-58 

 

August 23: 

1 Kings 8: (1,6, 10-11) 22-30, 41-

43 

Psalm 84 

Ephesians 6: 10-20 

John 6: 56-69 

 

August 30: 

Song of Solomon 2: 8-13 

Psalm 45: 1-2, 6-9 (or Psalm 72) 

James 1: 17-27 

Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

 
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We support the church through our: 
 

PRAYERS: Activate the prayer chain by phoning Judy Fisher at 428-6485, or the church office at 428-4211.  

You can also write special prayer requests on cards in the pew racks, and turn them in Sunday during 

worship.  We also invite you to take time each Wednesday to pray for the ministry of the First United 

Methodist Church. 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:   Reminderðthe offering reflects only the General Fund and Loose 

Plate offerings, not any special offerings. 

 

June 28 

July 5 

July 12 

July 19 

115 

? + 124 

? + 118 

91 

$2,484.00 

$3,977.00 

$2,679.62 

$2,709.30 

 
SERVICE:  Many thanks to all those who helped with Vacation Bible School and the Sierra Service Project! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Watch Out for Students! 
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