View from the pulpit...

This is the time of year that virtually everyone in the
United States takes some time and thinks about
Independence Day. The 4™ of July, and what it means to
all of us. We think about all the picnics and hot dogs,
the family gatherings and trips to the lake or mountains
depending on where you live. In some parts of the
country, Independence Day takes on a whole different
significance than it does in other areas. And let’s not
forget about all the fireworks. After all, Independence
Day would not be the same without the “rockets red are
as bombs go bursting in air and faith through the night
that our flag would still be there...”

Least we forget the actual roots of Independence
Day it doesn’t seem to have the same significance.
Almost 145 years before July 4, 1776; Independence
Day got it'’s beginning when John Winthrop, and a
number of Puritan Christians, fled their homeland and
became refugees if you will, immigrants looking for a
better life. Good people fleeing the oppression and
persecution from their homeland... good people looking
for freedom of religion... freedom from persecution...
freedom from the double standard of aristocracy and
the common good... with the hope that the new world
would offer them hope. Hope that they might become
like “a city set on a hill” (Matthew 5:14).

My guess is that their quest for a better life took
more courage than fear and more faith than doubt. In
John Winthrop’s sermon while still on the ship Arberlla,
even before they landed, he quotes Moses’ last farewell
to Israel (Deut. 30), "Beloved, there is now set before us
life and death, good and evil," in that we are
commanded this day to love the Lord our God, and to
love one another, to walk in his ways and to keep his
Commandments and his ordinance and his laws, and
the articles of our Covenant with Him, that we may live
and be multiplied, and that the Lord our

God may bless us in the land whither we go to
possess it. But if our hearts shall turn away, so that we
will not obey, but shall be seduced, and worship other
Gods, our pleasure and profits, and serve them; it is

propounded unto us this day, we shall surely perish out
of the good land whither we pass over this vast sea to
possess it. Therefore let us choose life, that we and our
seed may live, by obeying His voice and cleaving to Him,
for He is our life and our prosperity.”

Independence Day is when we take the promises
made by Jesus Christ and LIVE them every day!
Independence Day is the day when our courage to live
according to God’s plan is not out of fear but out of our
commitment to follow Jesus Christ and ALL of what
Jesus taught. Jesus tells us all to “let not your hearts be
troubled (fear not), believe in God. Believe also in Me.”
Imagine the Independence we all could achieve if our
doubts and fears were handed over to Christ. Imagine if
we were independent to do God’s will and never had to
worry about what others might think. | guess the big
question becomes, what’s stopping us? If we believe in
the word of God... if we believe in Jesus Christ... if we
believe in all the scripture, tradition, reason and
experience that has be given to us, we really can
celebrate Independence Day, every day!

See ya in church!

Pastor Bob
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The Month in
Scripture

July 5: 2 Samuel 5: 1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48

2 Corinthians 12: 2-10

Mark 6: 1-13

July 12: 2 Samuel 6: 1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24

Ephesians 1: 3-14

Mark 6: 14-29

July 19: 2 Samuel 7: 1-14a
Psalm 89: 20-37

Ephesians 2: 11-22

Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56

July 26: 2 Samuel 11: 1-15
Psalm 14

Ephesians 3: 14-21

John 6: 1-21
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ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
REPORT

Recently Administrative Council addressed our
mission endeavors. The current financial status of
our budget provides a line item for assorted
missions but with the economic downturn our
giving makes using this budget line prohibitive. A
motion to transfer the funding from Mexico Mission
and the Vision Clinic to Local Missions was made
and seconded. Considerable discussion followed
with the majority voting in favor of the motion.

Though considerable support for the
aforementioned missions was offered, it was
expressed that funding for such should come from
donations and fundraisers and not the church

budget. In fact, it was generally agreed that all
missions should be funded in a similar manner.

Several factors influencing the decision were
discussed. For some time, Administrative Council
had discussed how we could grow our church
population. One key element of doing this is to
encourage non-churched members of our
community to become interested and involved in
Safford FUMC. The general feeling is local
missions would increase FUMC visibility and open
the doors to more local Christians! Several
members of the current Mexico Mission team are no
longer comfortable traveling to Mexico and
expressed a desire to channel their energies in
another direction.

Administrative Council encourages those interested
in the Mexico Mission to continue their endeavors.
The advent of the Local Mission project is covered
in a separate article in the current Vision.
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Have you heard? A beginner chime class is
starting Monday, June 29" at5:30in the
Sanctuary. This is an opportunity to try out

the chimes, learn how easy they are to
play, and join the fun of making music.

Without making a long term commitment,
you can see if this is something you would
like to do. Come as often as you can. We
will continue the class as long as there is
interest.

If you are interested but cannot come on
June 29", or if you have questions, please
call me at 520-909-4008.

John's Joyful Ringers will be moving to
Thursday night at 5:30, starting on July 2,
2009.

Anne Borland
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Happy Retirement!
Acolyte Training

What: Come and join Barbie and Dick Spining in an
Independence Day celebration of their retirement.

Would you enjoy being a par
of Sunday worshipPhere will
Where: Fellowship Hall be an acolyte training Augus
at 10 a.mCome sign up and
learn how.

When: Saturday, July 4, 1:00 i 3:00PM

Special Information:
A light meal will be
servedéno g/

please. ‘ The training is for girls & boy
B S 4™ grade thru Jr. Highf you
Q’U’ Np,l / are interested, have your mo
or dadbring you to church
Saturday, August2a 10 a.m.
Candot come to
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! Please call the chumatv28
4211 anlgave your name anc
From the U.nited Methodist Women, to all the phone number and you will b
church family: thank you for making the Annual
Spring Salad Luncheon a big success. contacted.
Thank you to the people who donated salads and Being an acolyte is an impor

money: part of doing

Thank you to the people who helped set-up tables
and worked so hard that day. JanetForemar® Coordinator

And a special thank you to the people who \ J
supported us by purchasing tickets.

The money that is raised from the Salad Luncheon * *
is used for mission work, both local and foreign. NOTE DATE CHANGE
We couldnét do it without vyour help. May God

bless each of you! Blood pressure and glucose

screening for July will be
held Sunday, July 19 from
9-10:30 a.m. in the Family
Room of the Sanctuary.




Thank You, Thank You, Thank Youl!

Barbara and Steve Haralson and John and Sue Bonefas want to thank all those who volunteered to help
with the Father's Day Steak Dinner on June 19th: Polly and Emily Gyger, Pastor Bob and Cheryl
Holliday, Joe and Macyn Hawkins, Corina Gonzales, Judy Fisher, Kristen Haralson, Vonda Deibler and
Lacey Anglin plus all those who pitched in and helped in the cleanup and dismantling after the dinner!
We appreciate you all and couldn't have done it without you.

Another big thank you to those who donated items for use at the dinner: Pepsi Company, Lindsay
Foods, Bonita Bean Company, Bob Borland, Golden Corral, UMW, and Safford Lions' Club.=

The dinner was a great success and the FUMC Day Care Center is the happy recipient of your 4
participation. Thank you to all for buying and selling tickets! i
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U The Board of Trustees have completed a
tour of the campus and assigned storage
areas. Any change in assignments shall be
presented in writing to the Board of Trustees
for approval. We ask your cooperation in
order to make things work smoothly.
control of the

keys for the

campus. All persons currently holding keys
are requested to bring them to the church
office to be numbered and assigned.

U We need to
have better

A
'4
While cleaning out storage places in the
church an old autoharp was found. If
you know where this came from or who

it belongs to, please contact Carrie at
428-3706.
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Not es
II'=lun and fellowship in

GIANT proportions!

Coming Sunday August 23, 2009

Games, music, jumping castle, water play, food,
more, more, more.

Sunday schoolers, come see what the new school
year has in store for students.

Everyone el s ewehaveim&ores e
for you o

Safford First United Methodist Church
1020 S 10th Ave, Safford, AZ 85546, (928) 428-
4211, wwwsaffordiumc.org

The B.I.G.
Event!



http://www.saffordfumc.org/

L f0]C iﬂ So, if you ha\_/e _friends from another church who
want to do mission work tell them to go to the
website: www.sierraserviceproject.org. T hat G
It was so wonderful to have 14 young people at our your friends and their parents complete information.
youth lock-in on June 13" & 14™. We had three
different congregations represented too, including h
Methodist youth from Bowie. You were great at
inviting others to join in the fun. Your church VB S
family too was very happy R
about your participation in the
services Sunday. | had many
come up to me commenting on
how great it was to have you
lead in worship. | hope you
noticed that we did some .
different activities this time, and EVERYWHERE Is an
you were the ones to break in extreme e}dven_ture
Bobds new jumping cast|l eFa”?Pﬁﬁ‘f'%gﬁ'ﬂsgn go
Wilson and Dominic Sacchetti for helping Pastor exciting Bible treks to

Bob and me chaperone the event. experience and discover
< > God everywhere, every

day.
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Vacation Bible School
Is coming up and the
dates are July 6-10".
Camp E.D.G.E.:
EXPERIENCE +
DISCOVER + GOD

Luperierce - Oigegy r'.-"GOﬁL\ erywhere

We still have two places left for
those who are interested in
going on the Sierra Service
Project this July in Los
Angeles.

The fun begins Monday, July 6th and ends Friday,
July 10th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m Registration
begins on Monday at 8:30 a.m. and the fee will be
$5 per child. Each Bible Trek is supported with
science activities, songs, crafts, games and food.

The dates are July 19-26™. Some of you who have . .
said you wanted to go, still need to give me your Participants will be from 4 yrs old to 12. | know

$50 deposit. togbalogeamska do n o fMOSLpfygy gre (I)Ider than that but we need
friend. This mission experience is open to all young VOLUNTEERS! Many of you have helped before,

people who want to serve the Lord. and I could use your help again. Please contact
Sherry Brady at 965-4607, if you are able to do that.

Here is our schedule of activities for the month of July. Put these on your calendar.

July 37 Float Building for Parade. Meet behind sanctuary @ 9:30 A.M.
July 47 Parade i Starts @ 10:00 a.m. Meet @ church no later than 9:15.
July 57 No MYF

July 6-10 7 Vacation Bible School 7 9:00 a.m. 7 12:00 p.m. Registration on Monday starting @ 8:30 a.m.
Helpers are needed and welcome.

July 6-11 7 Junior High Camp @ Pine Canyon Camp
July 127 MYF @ 5:00 p.m. Baseball game @ SMS.
July 19-26 7 Sierra Service Project in Los Angeles, CA.
July 26 7 MYF Scavenger Hunt @ 6:00 p.m.

If you have any questions contact me @ 965-4607. Thanks, Sherry



http://www.sierraserviceproject.org/

HELPING HANDS FOR HELPING HANDS FOR GRAHAM

GRAHAM COUNTY

EXCITING!! With 24 people already signed
up to assist our local communities
throughout Graham County, we can say,
AHel p
people we call neighbors are badly in need
of help to do simple repairs to their homes.
In these difficult financial times, many
cannot hire work out, and so must settle for
leaking roofs, broken windows, and many
other problems around their homes. Jobs
that once were simple repairs done on a
Saturday afternoon, now become
insurmountable obstacles due to age, loss of
health and financial stress.

That 6s where HELPI
GRAHAM COUNTY can step in. This new
organization offers volunteer services to
assist people no longer able to do necessary
home maintenance tasks. In some cases,
funding will be provided for materials for
the repair.

The Vision and Mission Statement for
HELPING HANDS FOR GRAHAM
COUNTY are:

VISION STATEMENT: Provide a
community home-repair resource in Graham
County that considers health, safety and
residential needs.

MISSION STATEMENT: To create and
facilitate a sustainable organization
dedicated to providing volunteer assistance
for the housing needs of identified families
and individuals in Graham County

i s.0on Ytolue sway
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COUNTY has as its goal, to be diverse in
every way, serving the needy throughout our
County.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 4,
2009, at Safford First United Methodist

nf&urcly. Do you want an opportunity to be
the Hands and Feet of Jesus to your
neighbors? See you at the meeting or give
us a call:

Barbara Haralson 9654430
John Bonefas 428275
Royce Hunt, 9653226

We look forward to seeing you!
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Why we | ove kids! ¢&l
A little boy was attending his first wedding. After
the service, his cousin asked him, "How many
women can a man marry?" "Sixteen," the boy
responded. His cousin was amazed that he had an
answer so quickly.  "How do you know that?"
"Easy," the little boy said. "All you have to do is
add it up, like the minister said, 4 better, 4 worse, 4

richer, 4 poorer."




We support the church through our:

PRAYERS: Activate the prayer chain by phoning Judy Fisher at 428-6485, or the church office at 428-4211. You
can also write special prayer requests on cards in the pew racks, and turn them in Sunday during worship.
We also invite you to take time each Wednesday to pray for the ministry of the First United Methodist
Church.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS: Reminder—the offering reflects only the General Fund and Loose Plate
offerings, not any special offerings.

May 24 128 $2,843.20
May 31 120 $3,522.00
June 7 118 $3,782.00
June 14 122 $2,803.50
June 21 149 $2,725.60

SERVICE: A special thank you to the businesses which donated to the fundraising efforts for our Day Care:
Pepsi Company, Lindsay Foods, Bonita Bean Company, Bob Borland, Golden Corral, UMW, and Safford Lions'
Club.




