View from the Pulpit...

As | got up to go for my walk the other day | began to
realize things were changing. The sunrise was earlier
than it was a few weeks ago; the early morning air
was warmer and the birds were busy flying about as
they began their daily flight looking for nourishment.
This time after Easter is a time the disciples were
challenged to press on in the name of Jesus Christ to
make the greatest achievements of their lives. And
Jesus’ message before he left them was always

one of reassurance that the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, would be among them to remind them of

all that he taught them. The Holy Spirit was and ‘
still is the silent presence of God’s gentle power.
Forever ready, willing and able to enter into our
lives whenever we invoke the centuries old
method of securing God’s protection and involvement
in our lives—remembering that God will always be
God—the creator that brought us into existence— the
supreme master of the universe and not our personal
assistant subjecting God’s self to responding to our
every beck and call only when we want— However
God is ready, willing and able to enter into our lives
as long as WE are ready, willing and able to use the
mechanism God designed for us. What happens so
often is people become aware that these mechanisms
exist— they know a little bit about them, but seem not
to use them as God has instructed us. It’s kind of like
getting a new CD player and then never taking it out
of the box. And then getting upset— knowingly or
unknowingly developing an attitude where all we see
and do is never good enough— never the way WE
think things should be— never appreciative and
finding fault everywhere we turn because we simply
can’t hear the music. Never taking responsibility that
we haven’t used the CD player in the manner it was
designed. So what is the mechanism God gave us?
How do we invoke this century’s old method of

—

securing God’s protection and gentle power in our
lives?

Begin by putting on the
whole armor of God!
And the whole armor of
God begins with Daily
Prayer.

It begins when we
pray while putting on
the helmet of
salvation, when we
pray for the shield of
faith, when we pray
for the loins or belt of
truth, when we pray
the sandals on our feet
will help us to seek
peace, when we pray for =
the sword of the spirit and we pray for the breastplate
of righteousness— If things are not going the way you

want— try

putting on the

whole armor First United Methodist Church
of God every 1020 S. 10™ Avenue

day and see Safford AZ 85546

what happens Office: 928-428-4211

then! What

have you got saffordfumc@vtc.net

to lose? www.saffordfumc.org
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Our Neighbor’s Pantry

A community wide ecumenicaltreachprogram

in Graham County and Eastern Arizona

As our economy takes its toll all over the country,
the Graham County Interfaith Care Alliance has
heard the cries from within our community. The
GCICA, is a fully tax deductable non-profit 501
C.3, corporation that was formed by a number of
representatives from the Gila Valley Ministerial
Association including our church, to develop “Our
Neighbor’s Pantry.”

“Our Neighbor’s Panty” is part of the Arizona
Association of Food Banks and has a separate board
of directors with a number of representatives from
our church on the board. Many of you have already
seen the building that is under construction on the
west side of the fellowship hall. Even though we
have been distributing food for some time, we have
seen a significant increase in the number of people
needing help. We have been the recipient of a large
amount of food that was collected by Thatcher
Middle School and the local Boy Scout Troops.
There was a food drive coordinated by the local
radio station in cooperation with the Phoenix
Cardinals, as well the local Curves, when it was still
open. Many of you were also the recipients of some
of the Gatorade that we received as well. We just
recently received a large shipment of food from the
food bank in Tucson to help support our
community.

Thus far all the funding for the development of the
food bank has come from community donations and
grants. Your continued support and the support
from the other churches, really is making a

difference here locally. Kudos to the members of
our church who have unselfishly given of their time
and talents to assist in the construction, distribution,
collection and organization of the food bank. Keep
up the good work! Jesus said “when I was hungry
you fed me...and when you did it to the least of
these... you did it to me.” Praise God for all your
efforts and the opportunity for us to work with other
churches and community representatives as well.
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Summer Sunday School Teacherse
Needed for Children

Our regular Sunday school
teachers are going to take turns
teaching Sunday school this
summer.But we need additional
volunteers. The lessons are easy
and the children are delightful.

To sign up to teach one Sunday,
contact Andrea Pritchard 348
0679 a contact the church

office 428-4211.

Doesndt netheBefie

Hereds your chance to
is. Friday, June 19oin us at Safford' UMC, 5:30
pm & 7:30 pm for a Steak Dinner with all the
trimmings. While you are honoring Dad, you can
help raise funds for the United Methodist Day Car

comply with new Safe Sanctuary
requirements and other D&are ne
Tickets are $15/person.

Come Out & Honor Dad While
You Support the Daycare Center




FIRST UMC
FOUNDATION
NEWS

The Foundation is calling
all graduating seniors who
are active at Safford First

United Methodist Church,
as well as continuing scholarship applicants, to
apply for the Safford 1* UMC scholarship.

_ o _ o Emily Gyger
The scholarship applications will be available in the Mike Capps

church office May 25 — June 30, 2009 and must be - -

returned no later than July 1%. This scholarship will Jonathan Nidiffer

fund at $600.00 per semester and may be renewed )

(see criteria on scholarship application form) by 12" grade

semester for up to four semesters % ——————=—————=—=———=—=

If you have questions, please contact Ed Ragland Stephany Taylor

428-3713, or Barbara Haralson, 428-7011. Kristen Haralson (School
of Cosmetology)

% Associates Degree
Ciffee Fe”OWShIp oo ———=—

The cookies, coffee, and lemonade on

Sundayornings are donated tiyuaich
member. After time the cost adds up, so we wo

please ask you to remember to give a little
money each time to help with the cost of supplies.

BP and glucose screening will
be June 14, 9-10:30 a.m. in the
"Family Room".

Avalon Lizarras

A

EAC Wesley Foundation

On behalf of the Wesley Foundation, |
would like to thank everyone who
supported the Sunday evening meals.
We received funds to purchase food for
the meetings and the students prepared
the meals. Best wishes to these college
students. See you in the fall!

Peggy Hunter, meal coordinator
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A GIFT FROM GOD

On July 9, 1979, | received a phone call
from Church World Service in New

York stating that the family we (the
church) adopted from Vietham would be
arriving in Tucson the next day on
Continental Airlines #58.  The rush
began!

This is a real
story of
freedom,
sharing,
learning, caring
and LOVE. The
Gia Tho To
family were
Chinese-
Vietnamese
refugees (called
boat people)
consisting of a mom and dad and 8
children ranging in ages 5 -17 years old.
They escaped from communism and their
homeland of Vietham in a wooden
boat/ship that Dad To had purchased.
Four hundred and fifty -eight (458) other
refugees were on that wooden boat.
These people were rescued by a US
Naval ship...a miracle, our gift from God.

On July 5, 2009 we will be

celebrating with a potluck lunch after
worship services and a time to meet the
To family. The family has increased and
we are expecting about 30 of them.

BROWN BAG 0
SUNDAY ﬁ" 1

o

Do you ever wonder what
special ‘call’ God is placing on
your life? Is He going to send
you to Africa or into full-time
ministry? Does He want you to go to India to help
the poorest of the poor?

Mother Teresa said, “You can do not great things;
only small things with great love”. So maybe
Brown Bag Sunday is just the opportunity you need
to do a small act of kindness with great love. The
third Sunday of the month brown bags with a list of
items needed at the Food Bank will be available
following service. If you wish to participate, you
can pick up one of the bags and bring it back with
some or all of the items listed. What a great way to
give a “hand” to those who are in need.

~Barbara Haralson

Mission Committee
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Have you heard John’s Joyful Ringers play at
church during the past year? This chime choir was
formed a little more than a year ago, and they have
made amazing strides.

You have often heard me say that if you can count
to 6 and know your basic colors, you can learn to
ring chimes. Only half of the choir members have
ever taken any kind of music lessons, and those
lessons were perhaps years ago. The others do not
know how to read music. Using a color coded
system; chimers are able to play recognizable music
in a very short time. In the process, they absorb
some basic music theory.

If you have been thinking about looking into the
chime choir, but do not want to make a commitment
until you know more, check into the new Beginner
Chime class. There you can try out the chimes,

learn how easy they are to play, join in the fun of




making music and see if this is something you
would like to do.

There will be no commitment to the class, come as
often as you can. The class will continue as long as
there is interest.

The first class meeting
will be Monday, June
29 at 5:30 in the
sanctuary. At that time
we will decide on a date
and time, or if to
continue at that
day/time. If you are interested, but cannot come on
that date, or if you have questions, please call me at
520-909-4008.

Youth News;

Congratulations Emily Gyger
and Preston Lindsey

Emily has been nominated to participate in the
National Young Leader’s State Conference in
Phoenix, AZ. Sept. 10-13™. Emily was nominated
by her principal because she demonstrated academic
achievement and leadership ability. She was chosen
to be a participant because of her scholastic merit,
and her responsibility to represent Safford in a
unique leaders program for exceptional young
leaders. She will be participating in team building
activities, learning goal setting, developing
interpersonal communication & personal leadership
skills.

Preston will be one of three Graham County high
school juniors traveling to Washington, D.C. to
represent Graham County Electric Cooperative at
the Washington Youth Tour June 11-18". Preston
will taking in the sights of the nation’s capital, listen

to inspirational speakers, and learn firsthand what it
is like to be involved in politics as he participates in
legislative games and visits congressional leaders.

Kudos to these young people on their achievements!
Please congratulate them when you see them.

Here is our schedule of activities for the
month of June. Put these on your calendar.

June 3-6 — South District Jr. High Mission Trip
June 7 — MYF — Game and movie night

June 13-14 — Lock-in FUMC (More details in
newsletter)

June 17 — No MYF — Father’s Day

June 28 — Movie Matinee 2:00 p.m. Meet @
Sapphire Cineplex

Don’t forget summer camp at Pine Canyon Camp
near Willcox, AZ. We have had some registrations
turned in and sent off already, but there is still
plenty of room. Again remember potential campers,
that FUMC pays half of camp registration fee so
don’t let cost keep you from experiencing Christ in
the great outdoors. If you would like to be a cabin
assistant, you must be three years older than the
older camper allowed for the camp. You must be a
senior to be CA for jr. high camp, but you can be 15
to be a CA for elementary camp. Volunteer/camper
forms are at the website. For more information you
can go to www.desertsw.org and click on camping
ministries.

Pine Canyon Camp
(near Wilcox, AZ.)

June 22-26
Elementary Camp
For campers entering grade 2-6

July 6-11
Junior High Camp
For campers entering grades 6-9

June 15-20

Senior High Camp

For campers entering grades 9-12 & graduated
seniors



http://www.desertsw.org/
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The Month in Scripture
June 7: Isaiah 6: 1-8

Psalm 29
Romans 8: 12-17
John 3: 1-17
June 14: 1 Samuel 15: 34—16:
13
Psalm 20
2 Corinthians 5: 6-10 (11-13),
. 14-17
ixperience ¥ Discoyer GQO fverywhere Mark 4: 26-34
June 21: 1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11,
19-23) 32-49
Vacation Bible School is coming up and the dates Psalm 9: 9-20
are July 6-10". This year’s theme is Camp E.D.G.E. 2 Corinthians6: 1-13
Experience + Discover God Everywhere. Mark 4: 35-41
Participants will be from 4 yrs old to 12. The
registration fee is $5. The times are 8:30 a.m. to June 28: 2 Samuell: 1, 17-27
noon. Psalm 130
2 Corinthians 8: 7-15
I know most of you are older than that but we need Mark 5: 21-43
VOLUNTEERS! Many of you have helped before,
and | could use your help again. Please contact me b a

if you are able to do that.

Any questions contact me @ 965-4607. Thanks,
Sherry

I WHYwe love children ... I

NUDITY | was driving with my three young children one warm summer evening when a woman in
the convertible ahead of us stood up and waved. She was stark naked! As | was reeling from the shock,
I I heard my 5-year-old shout from the back seat, 'Mom, that lady isn't wearing a seat belt!" I

OPINIONS On the first day of school, a first-grader handed his teacher a note from his mother. The
I note read, “The opinions expressed by this child are not necessarily those of his parents.” I



http://us.mc513.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tiggrrtwo@Why

We support the church through our:

PRAYERS: Activate the prayer chain by phoning Judy Fisher at 428-6485, or the church office at 428-4211.
You can also write special prayer requests on cards in the pew racks, and turn them in Sunday during

worship. We also invite you to take time each Wednesday to pray for the ministry of the First United
Methodist Church.

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS: Reminderd the offering reflects only the General Fund and Loose
Plate offerings, not any special offerings.

April 26 410 $3,451.00
May 3 117 $3,563.53
May 10 150 $3,649.00
May 17 134 $4,208.50

SERVICEFhank you to Trish Stone and the youth for
people who ate out that night! Thank you to Bobbi Starner, Cathy Rhodes, Pastor Bob, Dominic Sacchetti, Tom

Vail, Joy Leht o, amwihth@oOhbénckliCieoirhheRel | f or hel ping
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