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View from the Pulpit… 

 Many of you have probably heard me 

say at one time or another, ―without a 

vision the people will perish.‖ In fact 

this is one of the most well known 

verses from Proverbs. But there’s an old 

Japanese proverb I like as well. ―A 

vision without a plan is nothing more 

than a daydream and taking action 

without a plan can turn into a 

nightmare.‖ I hope that absolutely 

everyone will become part of our plan and 

part of our future as we all consider our role 

in the life of our church.  

 

 As members of our Administrative 

Board, members of our Church Council and 

Nominating Committee begin the task of 

planning for our future; ask yourself how 

you can become a part of the future of our 

church. No one—absolutely no one—lacks  

the gifts and talents necessary to help our 

church in one way or another. Each one of 

us was created in God’s image with a 

number of gifts and talents to contribute to 

the life of the church.  

 

 Without a doubt, we have some 

challenges before us. The challenge of 

raising enough money to pay for a new roof, 

the challenge for each one of us to be a part 

of the Kingdom of God and invite 

our friends and  

neighbors, and the challenge of making what 

we do count.  

 

 If ever you have considered 

the number of hands it takes to 

operate the many functions of a 

cruise ship—it takes just as many 

hands to help operate our church. So 

let me ask you the age old 

question—if not you, who will be a 

part of our church future? If not now, when 

will you respond to God’s calling to be a 

part of the future of God’s church? If not 

here, where will you serve in the same 

example that Christ has set for us? 

 

 Please don’t wait to be asked. Let us 

know an 

area of 

interest God 

has called 

you to serve. 

But most of 

all—answer 

the call! 

 

See ya in 

church….. 

Pastor Bob 
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A NEW ROOF FOR A RAINY DAY 

 

Probably most of you know that during one of our 

wind storms about six weeks ago and then again 

about two weeks later, the shingles were rolled back 

on the north end of the Fellowship/Classroom 

Building.  The insurance company has looked at the 

roof and we have a check for about $20,500 to 

repair the damage. 

 

Bob Borland, the Chair of Trustees, together with 

Duane Rhodes and others, while viewing the 

damage saw the need to examine the rest of the 

roof.  Their concern was the inherent problems of 

the flat roof.  Not surprisingly, they found weakness 

in the roof in several areas on the south end of the 

building that needed extensive repair.  Now the 

question became what should be done?  There 

seemed to be four options.   

 

1. Do nothing with the roof, which was not 

 viable. 

2. Repair just the wind damaged portion. 

3. Replace the entire roof, but leave it flat. 

4. Replace the entire flat portion of the roof 

with a new, pitched, metal roof. 

 

On September 15, Mr. Borland presented option 4 

as the recommendation of the Trustees.  Information 

on costs of the projects was also presented to the 

Council. 

 

1. no cost 

2. $20,000 less $20,000 insurance money =$0 

3. $70,000 less $20,000 insurance money 

 =$50,000  

4 $80.000 less $20,000 insurance money = 

 $60,000 

 

Although options 2 and 3 would be less expensive, 

the Trustees believed these were only a quick fix 

and would not address continuing problems 

associated with the flat roof.  They believed that in 

a relatively short time the Church would be back to 

repairing the roof if either options 2 or 3 were 

pursued, while the option 4, would give the Church 

a roof that should last 50 years and beyond. 

 

The Council gave thorough consideration to the 

recommendations of the Trustees and approved 

option 4 based the reasons as specified.  The 

Council also discussed two options to pay for the 

project.  Borrowing funds was considered, but with 

$67,000 in the Church’s ―rainy day‖ account, the 

Council decided not to borrow and use funds from 

this account together with the $20,000 insurance 

money.  Seeing the need to replenish this account 

quickly, the Council further approved to begin 

immediately a long term capital fund project. 

 

The Council, addressing the question of bidding the 

project, recognized the need to proceed rapidly with 

the roof before damage was done to the building.  

The Council also recognized the significant costs 

and delay associated with a bid process and gave 

permission to have Duane Rhodes (Rhodes 

Construction) complete the project if a bid process 

was not required.   The next day, both the 

Conference and the District were called to 

determine if the Church was required to go to bid.  

We were informed that there was no requirement.  

Given this, Mr. Rhodes was asked to proceed with 

the project. 

 

I believe the Council made the right decisions, for 

the right reasons.  Setting aside the $67,000 from 

our rainy day fund for the roof project plus the 

$20,000 insurance money will however, leave the 

Church’s balance sheet at less than $10,000.  Now 

we, the Body of Christ, must look inward and do all 

that we can to fulfill our stewardship 

responsibilities to insure that God’s work will 

continue. 

 

 

Bruce Stanfield   Bob Borland 

Chair of Finance   Chair of  

     Trustees    
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Sincerest 

Appreciation 

For All Who 

Assisted With 

The BIG 

Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone who lent a hand in any manner is 

sincerely appreciated for it takes the mutual labors 

of many to make a project of this magnitude 

successful.  This is another example of the 

achievement that occurs when we do things as a 

Church family with the purpose of serving the Lord. 

 It is a reassuring to be reminded that the people of 

this church make large projects successful over and 

over again. 

 

 

"Health kits" are becoming more necessary 
for clients of OUR NEIGHBOR'S PANTRY 
and for others who come to the church 
looking for assistance.   I will continue to 
collect (or you can take directly to Sherry 
Brady) soaps, toothbrushes, toothpaste, the 
little hotel shampoos/lotions/conditioners --
even if they are empty.   I will refill as 
needed.  Band- Aids , combs, washcloths, 
etc. are needed also.    Thanks to those 
who have already contributed .  

Thanks.  
Sue Bonefas  
428 - 0275  

 

 

Steak Fry  
 

Reserve October 16th for 

another great night out!  To assist with defraying 

costs for the Daycare and FUMC needs, another 

steak fry will be held on October 16th from 5-

7:30 PM.  Tickets at $15 each are available from 

Administrative Council members as well as through 

the church office. 

  

The windows for the Daycare code standards are 

more expensive than originally thought.  Because 

the areas are used as classrooms the specifications 

for the glass in the windows increases the price.  In 

addition some monies are needed to complete the 

playground area near the nursery.  Any funds 

remaining after completing the Daycare project will 

be used for roof repair on the Fellowship Hall. 

  

Get your tickets early as we sold out last time, don't 

be left out.  This will be a pre-Halloween 

opportunity to "TREAT" yourself!! 

BP and Blood Glucose 

testing will be held 

October 11  in the 

Family Room of the 

Sanctuary.  

See you there!    
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JOHN’S JOYFUL 

RINGERS 

 

School is back in session and that 

affects several members of the 

choir. I will be working with two 

others to cover the Chancel Choir 

until we get a choir director.  To 

accommodate those who are talking 

evening classes and to cut the number of late 

trips I make over the mountain, JJR will be meeting 

at 5:00 PM on Wednesdays in the sanctuary. 

 

We are starting to work on Christmas music and 

considering playing for the nursing home during the 

holidays. 

 

One person indicated interest in learning to play 

chimes from the B.I.G. Event, so we will be starting 

another class soon. If anyone is interested, please 

contact me. 

 

Anne Borland 

520-909-4008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FUMC members prepare for Kairos 

Prison Ministry Weekend 
 

Kairos Prisons Ministry is an outgrowth of the 

Cursillo and Walk to Emmaus Christian revival 

movements. It is a three-day short course in 

Christian Life that is presented twice a year in each 

prison in which Kairos is established. The purpose 

of Kairos is to build a Christian community within 

the darkness of the prison, among the inmates. 

 

Kairos is an ecumenical Christian ministry designed 

to be presented in medium and maximum-security 

prisons. There are active Kairos units in the US, 

Canada, Great Britain, South Africa, Australia, 

Ireland, Costa Rica, Honduras, and Nicaragua. 

Today, there are a total of 320 prisons around the 

world with active Kairos communities. Kairos does 

all this with only 10 paid staff members, and over 

30,000 Christian volunteers.  One of these active 

prison units is Red Rock Correctional Center in 

Eloy where 6 of our members, Kelly Capps, Gene 

Etter, Pastor Bob Holliday, Ed Hunter, Barbie 

Spining, and Dick Spining along with 35 men and 

women from around the state of Arizona are 

preparing to conduct a 3 day ministry weekend in 

November. 

 

At Red Rock there will be 36 resident inmates who 

are selected to attend the Kairos weekend. The 

prison chaplain picks these 36 inmates – usually 

from among the leaders in the prison. The concept 

is simple – if you can reach the leaders, they will 

carry the message back to many more. 

 

The team enters the prison as servants of Christ – 

not preaching, not judging, not giving advice – but  

reflecting the love of Christ. Someone has said that 

Kairos is a ministry to the lost and forgotten. It truly 

is a mission field in a foreign land –a land of lost 

souls. 

 

As Kairos volunteers we are responding to Jesus’ 

teaching as found in Matthew 25:37-30 

 

37"Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when 

did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and 

give you something to drink? 38When did we see 

you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 

Grand Opening  
Our Neighbor ôs 

Pantry  
Wednesday, 

October 7, 2009  
11:00 a.m.  

Light 
Refreshments 

Served  
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and clothe you? 39When did we see you sick or in 

prison and go to visit you?' 

40"The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

 

You too can be part of this mission.  Look for the 

Kairos display in the 

Sanctuary entrance 

during October.  

Instructions on how to 

become involved in a 

Prayer Vigil during the 

weekend will be there.  

The ―how to‖ of 

making cookies, a very 

important part of the sharing of our love inside the 

prison, can also be obtained.  You may choose to 

financially sponsor the participation of one of the 

residents in the weekend with donations small or 

large.  If you have any questions please call Dick 

Spining, Pastor Bob, Ed Hunter or Gene Etter. 

 

Kairos does make a difference.  Lives are changed.  

The vicious cycle of men and women being released 

from prison only to engage in the only behavior 

they know and as a consequence returning to prison 

can be broken.  We encourage you to become 

involved. 
 

 

Calling All Third Graders!  

 

   If you know of a 3 rd  grader 

who would like to receive their 

first Bible ,  please call the 

church office  at 428 - 4211  and 

leave the childõs name and their 

parentõs name with the office 

manager.  
 

Children 

Sunday 

School 

time has 

changed.    

 
Sunday School classes for 

children age s 4 through 17 now 

begins at 9:15.   
 

New Teen Sunday School Class, 

with E. J. Romero, for ages 12 

and older begins October 3 rd  at 

9:15.  
 

STEAK FRY HELP NEEDED  
  

Barbara and Steve Haralson and Susan and John 

Bonefas are seeking four volunteers to help sponsor 

another steak fry in October.  Funds will go to 

complete the Daycare project and the balance will 

go toward roof repair.  If you are willing to assist, 

please contact one of the above.  

bharalson@cableone.net or jbonefas@cableone.net 
 

 

A Sunday School teacher asked 

her class why Joseph and Mary 

took Jesus with them to  

Jerusalem .. A small child 

replied, 'They couldn't get a 

baby-sitter.'  

 

http://us.mc513.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bharalson@cableone.net
http://us.mc513.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=jbonefas@cableone.net
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Faith and Works  
 

 As I’m writing this column, the thing that 

jumps out at me is how this body of Christ has 

come together so quickly to meet the needs of our 

church, our church family and the community. Just 

last month in Pastor Bob’s ―View from the Pulpit‖ 

he mentioned facing the dilemma of how to raise 

funds to repair the roof of the educational wing. 

While at the Ad. Board meeting I could see how 

each member was intently listening and carefully 

considering all the options. Each wanted our church 

to be good stewards of the resources God has given 

us. The conference office was even contacted to 

make sure procedures were followed correctly and 

by the Book of Discipline. It was Pastor Bob’s 

desire that the congregation be aware of and be a 

part of the decision made. Our board members did 

just that for us this past Sunday giving us the 

information needed so as a congregation we could 

get construction started.  It was a joy to tell Pastor 

Bob when he called from overseas yesterday that 

the congregation understood what was necessary 

and wanted to get the ball rolling. He was so excited 

to hear the good news! 

 Pastor Bob also would be amazed at how 

this church is coming together to replace the broken 

oven in the church kitchen. This garage sale is 

going to be another ―Big Event‖ for Safford FUMC. 

Every day it seems like church members (& even 

non-church members!) are bringing items into the 

fellowship hall. Yes, we all are wanting to clean out 

our closets and garages, but it is knowing that we 

are wanting this garage sale to be successful that 

brings joy to those putting it together and myself. It 

isn’t being put together by only one or two people, 

but many have come to organize as well as deliver. 

Positions have been filled for the day of the sale 

also.  

 Then there’s the steak dinner on Oct. 16
th
. 

Methodist Daycare and Preschool is a mission of 

our church.  As a congregation we have 

demonstrated that it is therefore a priority to keep it 

safe for our students and staff, and we have. We 

have tickets that are going like hotcakes so grab an 

Ad. Board member or call Paul at the church office 

in order to get yours. Whether it’s the roof, the oven 

or a safe sanctuary policy facility change, this 

church steps up to the plate. 

 

 

 

 But we, as a body, have continued to extend 

our missionary efforts into the community.  Our 

Neighbor’s Pantry has been serving at least 10 to 17 

families each Tuesday and Thursday, and this 

church has been such an active part in making sure 

people don’t go hungry. The monthly shopping bags 

go like hotcakes on that third Sunday, and believe 

me, when food gets low, someone will bring their 

full bag early. In fact, that happened just today. It 

just blesses me when on the fourth Sunday I see that 

shopping cart full, and on Monday I have to make a 

couple of trips from the sanctuary to my office with 

the bags that we have filled. Our shopping bag idea 

has even been transferred to some other churches. I 

gave some of the bags to another church today, and 

they will give them to their members.  

 Another mission extension is Helping Hands 

for Graham County which is now up and running. 

The group, consisting of our church members as 

well as others within the community, has already 

worked and completed household projects, such as 

plumbing repairs, for those not able to do it 

themselves. Helping Hands for Graham County was 

recognized as a joint volunteer ministry at the 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast on Thursday, September 

10
th
 and was given funds to continue their efforts. 

People are being blessed by those inside and outside 

of our church who want to show their concern for 

others by getting their hands dirty. That’s exactly 

what Christ calls us to do. 

 The Apostle James asks, ―What good is it 

for someone to say that he has faith if his actions do 

not prove it?‖ Later he says, ―Faith without 

works is dead.‖ We can reach so many 

outside of the church if first their needs 

are met.  We as members of First 

United Methodist Church have 

chosen to do just that. We are 

being one with Christ, one with 

each other, and one in ministry 

to all of the world. 

 

In Christ, Sherry 

  



8 
 

We support the church through our: 
 
PRAYERS: Activate the prayer chain by phoning Judy Fisher at 428-6485, or the church office at 428-4211.  You 

can also write special prayer requests on cards in the pew racks, and turn them in Sunday during worship.  
We also invite you to take time each Wednesday to pray for the ministry of the First United Methodist 
Church. 

 
ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:  Reminderτthe offering reflects only the General Fund and Loose Plate 
offerings, not any special offerings. 
 

Aug. 23 
Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 

152 
129 
129 
154 

$1,661.25 
$4,967.77 
$2,891.16 
$2,508.25 

 
SERVICE:  Thank you to everyone who participated in the Rummage Sale. Thanks to those who worked, 

donated items, prayed, and all the shoppers. We hope this can be an annual event. The proceeds 
went towards the purchase of a new oven and anything left will go towards the new roof.  God has blessed us 
with this beautiful facility and it's heartwarming to see how we take good care of it.  
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