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View from the Pulpit… 

 I hope you might be willing to pray 

with meé As we all gear up for the ñBack 

to Schoolò excitement, pray that this school 

year will be filled with Godôs grace for 

everyone. From students to librarians, 

custodians to maintenance, teachers to 

staff. May this school year be filled with 

the abundance of Godôs blessings and this 

school year be the best ever. May this 

school year be filled with learning and 

growth.  

 Please pray with me that all the trials and 

difficulties we all will face this year may be handled 

with confidence and poise that reflects the wisdom 

of Godôs presence in each of our lives. When we 

come to Christ with ALL of our concerns, God not 

only forgives us for our poor choices and bad 

judgments of the past, but adopts us and embraces 

us as children of God. Never pushing us away but 

even more dramatically drawing us in. Through a 

series of events we go from individuals destined to 

fail trying to take on the world or doing it all by 

ourselves, to members of the Kingdom of God 

where all things are possible through Jesus Christ.  

 Pray with me that as we face the dilemma of 

how to raise funds to repair the badly damaged roof 

of our fellowship hall and day care building, God 

will touch peopleôs heart in a way that continues to 

show how each of our ñcups overflowò with the 

blessings God has made available to us.  

 Pray with me that those in our community 

who are struggling and are in need may experience 

the peace God has given to you and me. And as we 

begin to organize ñHelping Handsò which is a new 

local ministry to reach out with others to offer 

help in  

 

making minor repairs to the homes of those 

unable to do it themselves, may we all be 

drawn to become the hands of Christ and do 

our part to ñgitôer done.ò 

 Pray with me that friends, family and 

loved ones will be kept under the watchful eye 

of the Holy Spirit in all their travels as they 

return home, serve in far off places, work to 

help others, and live according to Godôs will. 

 Finally, just pray with meé the Apostle 

Paul says that our prayer should be constant because 

our strength comes from daily prayer not just prayer 

during crises. Our prayer should be bold and intense 

where every part of our being should be 

concentrated on God as we pray. And our prayer 

should be unselfish. So often our prayers are for 

ourselves and too little for others. We all need to 

learn to pray as much FOR others and WITH 

others as we do for ourselves.  

 

My prayer is 

that YOU may 

be blessed and 

allow the Holy 

Spirit to fill 

your heart and 

direct your 

paths.   

 

See ya in 

church 

 

Pastor Bob 
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Don't forget to use the manufacturer's 

coupons located 

in the 

Fellowship Hall, 

for your 

shopping and 

for Brown Bag 

Sunday!  

Combining a 

manufacturer's coupon with a sale item will 

reap lots of savings and sometimes you can 

even get the product FREE!  Safeway and 

Basha's double and triple coupons, too!  

 
United Methodist Women  

 
All women of the Church are 
invited to the first meeting 
this fall, September 10, at 
11:00 am, in the Main Street 
Cafe.  
Lunch will 
be Dutch 
treat (no 
hostess).  
 
Cindy will 
speak to 
the group 
about the 
Blake 
Foundation.  
 
Please 
come for 
good food 
and Christian Fellowship . 

cd 

The Month in 
Scripture  

Sept. 6:  

Proverbs 22:1-2, 3-9, 22-23 

Psalm 125 

James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

Mark 7: 24-37 

 

Sept. 13: Proverbs 1:20-33 

Psalm 19 

James 3: 1-12 

Mark 8: 27-38 

 

Sept. 20: Proverbs 31:10-31 

Psalm 1 

James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Mark 9: 30-37 

 

Sept. 27:  

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

Psalm 124 

James 5: 13-20 

Mark 9: 38-50 
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To Our Church Family! 

I would like to thank everyone for their 

prayers and cards helping me get 

through the trauma of the dogs.  Dave 

and I were so thankful for all the meals 

that were brought to us while I was 

recovering. It was such a blessing for 

us. Thank you so much.   

Dave and Nancy Mondt 
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JOHNõS JOYFUL 

RINGERS  
 

August has been a busy month for JJR.  

 

The Beginning Chime Class graduated its first 

student, Dorita Vail, on August 3. After visiting her 

grandchildren, Dorita will be joining JJR for hands 

on experience playing with a group. 

 

On August 5 Johnôs Joyful Ringers went public 

when they presented the program at the Safford 

Lionôs Club meeting. The program consisted of six 

anthems that have been played for church, and 

which demonstrated the progress the choir has made 

in the past 1½ years. While choir members were 

setting up, brief segments of the history of the choir 

and an overview of how to ring chimes was shared 

with the audience. The program was well received 

by the club members. 

 

The entire choir was on hand, including our newest 

member, Dick Spining, in his debut as a ringer. 

Dick joined Kelly Capps, Jenna Caylor, Karen 

Caylor, Erin Fly, Tim Franklin, Emily Gyger, Jesse 

Stone, Trish Stone and Stephany Taylor for an 

outstanding performance that did our church proud.  

 

August 9 was the regularly scheduled day to play 

for church, and nine members played a 

contemporary anthem, ñGentle Shepherdò. 

 

Information has been prepared to share with people 

taking part in ñThe B.I.G. Eventò late in August. 

We hope to interest people in giving some thought 

to checking out the chimes, giving them a try and 

enrolling in the next beginner class. 

 

Anne Borland 

520-909-4008 

 

 

Sept. BP and 
glucose 
screening:   
September 
13th, 9 - 10:30 
a.m. 

 

 

 

 

ALPINE IS COOL.... 

 

It has been a tradition for church families and 

friends to camp at Luna Lake in Alpine, Arizona 

over the Labor Day weekend.  The group campsite 

has not been reserved, but there are plenty of spaces 

in the main loop.  If you are interested call 1-877-

444-6777 to reserve a space or get on line: 

recreation.gov and look for Luna Lake.   

 

There is plenty to do in Alpineðvisit the crafters, 

attend the melodrama, fish, hike, boating, 

 horseshoes, fellowship, sleep, sômores and 

potlucks.  

 

For more information call Peggy & Ed 928 339-

4241. 

 PS There are cabins available too. 
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MYF News 
 

MYF will be starting off the month of Sept. with 

another Lock-In  planned for Saturday, Sept. 12
th
 

through Sunday, Sept. 13
th
 after the second service.  

Again we will meet @ the church @ 5:30 

p.m.  Youôll need $5.00 for bowling, a 

sleeping bag and pillow and Sunday 

clothes. Be sure to bring your friends. 

You know we always have a good time, 

but all suggestions for new and different 

activities are always welcome! 

 

The Arizona Diamondbacks along with Grand 

Canyon University will be sponsoring another Faith 

and Family Night on Friday, Sept. 18
th
. The 

Diamondbacks will be playing the Colorado 

Rockies @ 6:40 p.m. Some of the festivities besides 

discounted tickets are:  post-game fireworks, a 

question and answer time and live concert by the 

Christian Band MercyMe. The seating will be in the 

lower level Baseline Reserve where the tickets will 

be $20. We will be taking the van so the ticket 

along with the ride will be $25. Iôm going to order 

tickets on Friday, Sept. 4
th
 so Iôll 

need money in hand by noon 

that day. No money, no ticket. 

The bus will leave @ 2:45 p.m. 

and weôll pick something up to 

eat on the way there.  Invite your 

friends to be a part of this 

activity. 

 

We will be going to Roper Lake after church on 

Sunday, Sept. 20
th
 for another cookout and some 

time to relax. Bring your lawn chair, and I guess a 

swimsuit if you want to get in the water. Any 

outdoor games you want to share are welcome. We 

arenôt taking the van 

so pack as many in 

your car and meet us 

there inside or at the 

gate around 12:00-

12:15. There will be 

no MYF that night. 

 

Then at the end of the month we are going to try 

something weôve never done before! Before the 

weather starts changing, we decided to go fishing. If 

you want to go on 

Sunday after church on 

Sept. 27
th
, you will need 

to buy your own fishing 

license for one day 

fishing (if you donôt 

already have one) 

BEFORE we leave, 

because we wonôt be 

going over to Wal-Mart for you to get one. So along 

with your license, youôll need your own fishing 

equipment. Weôll bring plenty of water and snacks. 

We plan to leave the church by 12:30 p.m. The plan 

is to go to Riggs Lake, but weôll check the paper to 

see where the fishing is best that we donôt have to 

travel forever to get to. 

 

Acquire the Fire will again be at Veteranôs 

Memorial Stadium in Phoenix on Friday, November 

20
th
 through Saturday, November 21

st
.  14 Tickets 

have been ordered, and I have 14 people that have 

said they are interested. Those who participate in 

fundraising activities will have all or part of their 

tickets paid. Those who do not participate in any of 

the fundraisers will have to pay $35. I was able to 

order the tickets at the lowest price. Keep your ears 

open about fundraisers so you can participate. 

 

School has started and everyone hopefully has 

gotten back into a routine. We welcome you back to 

regular MYF attendance. We miss you. 

 

Mark These Dates: 

 

Sept. 5
th

 ï No MYF.  Labor Day Weekend 

Sept. 12-13
th

 ï Lock-In @ FUMC 

Sept. 20
th

 ï Cookout @ Roper Lake after church. 

Meet us there about 12:00; no van going. No MYF 

@ 6:00 p.m. 

Sept. 27
th

 ï Fishing  @ Riggs Lake (or where we 

find the fishing is good!) Meet @ the church @ 

12:00 with your fishing gear. 
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PLANES, TRAINS, AUTOMOBLIES, ETC. 

YARD SALE 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

1020 S. 10TH AVENUE SAFFORD 

 

WHEN: SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26TH 7:00 

a.m.-12:p.m. 

 

PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARD THE 

PURCHASE OF A NEW OVEN FOR THE 

CHURCH AND METHODIST DAYCARE.  

  

Anyone interested in donating items can bring those 

to the church Fellowship Hall on the following days: 

 

Wednesday September 23rd   10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 Thursday September 24th       6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

 Friday September 25th           3:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m. 

  

Please have items clean and reasonably priced.     

Knick knacks, clothes, furniture, house wares etc. (all 

proceeds go to the yard sale) Hereõs the chance for 

you to sell your cars. boats, RVõs, and other large 

items with the understanding that 10% or $500.00, of 

your sale, whichever is less, goes to the yard sale 

proceeds.   

  

 We will need volunteers to help with set-up. clean-

up, cashiers, and security. 

For information or to volunteer please call Nancy 

Mondt at 428-4937 or Carrie Glaspie at 428-3706.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPING 
HANDS FOR 

GRAHAM 
COUNTY 

The name is official and was approved at the 

June 23
rd

 meeting.  Our Vision, ‘to provide a 

community home-repair resource in Graham 

County that considers health, safety and 

residential needs for the citizens of Graham 

County’ is a work in progress.  It is our desire to 

identify individuals who need assistance with 

home repairs.  Some will need labor volunteers 

and others will need both labor and cost of 

materials to complete repairs.   

Thus far, the following subcommittees have been 

identified:  

 Eligibility criteria ï Royce Hunt, 

Mindy Weiser-Lee 

 Volunteer pool ï Adam Whipple, 

John Bonefas 

 Administrative Coordination ï 

Barbara Haralson, Bob Holliday 

 Matching of job skills ï Sue Bonefas, 

Dorita Vail  

 Partnership & Outreach ï 

 Advertising and Public Relations - 

 

We are looking for more members and hands-on 

volunteers for these and other committees.   

Some members met with Donna Etter, (Etter 

Financial Services) in July to begin the ólegalô 

structuring of the organization and to discuss 

available grants to help fund the project.   

We have been greatly encouraged by the broad 

spectrum of individuals at our first two meetings.  

We have over 30 people committed to the project 

and are forming coalitions with SEACUS, Tribal 

Housing, and other community resources.  There 

has been a great sharing of ideas and 

commitments to make Helping Hands for 

Graham County a reality.  We invite any and all 

who would like to be a part of this community-

based group, to attend our next meeting on 

Tuesday, September 1, 2009, at the Fellowship 

Hall of the First United Methodist Church at 

6:30 p.m.  Please contact Barbara Haralson (428-

5466 or bharalson@cableone.net) or John 

Bonefas, (428-0275 if you have any questions.  

Hope to see you at our next meeting. 

 

mailto:bharalson@cableone.net
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South District Builders Club 
 

Philippians 1:27, ñStand fast in one spirit; with one 

mind, striving together for the faith of the gospel.ò 

 

United Methodist Church Goals: 

Recruit and maintain a membership of 200 

BUILDERS in the South District.  Raise 

approximately $3,000 to $5,000 in total with each 

South District Builderôs Club Call, up to three times 

a year. 

 

Many of us worship in a church that others helped 

build and pay for.  By being a BUILDER, YOU can 

help other churches enjoy a facility that you 

supported out of deep gratitude for God.  Jesus 

Christ is the Head of the Church Body, and we 

valuable members of His Body who function best in 

a supportive network of love and sacrifice. 

 

Be A Builderé 

Q:  WHO IS A BUILDER? 

A:  YOU ARE, when you make a 

commitment to support no more 

than three Builders Call Projects of 

the South District in one year time 

period at $25 per call. 

 

If you would like a lapel pin, please call the South 

District Office at 325-2775. 

 

 

 

 

STEAK FRY HELP NEEDED 
 
Barbara and Steve Haralson and Susan 
and John Bonefas are seeking four 
volunteers to help sponsor another 
steak fry in October.  Funds will go to 

complete the Daycare project and the balance will go 
toward roof repair.  If you are willing to assist, please 
contact one of the above: bharalson@cableone.net or 
jbonefas@cableone.net.  

Dolly Partonõs Imagination Library is 

available to all preschool children (0 -5 yrs) in 

Graham and Greenlee counties.   

Upon registration, a new, age -

appropriate book will be mailed 

each month to your child at no 

cost to you.   This wonderful 

program is made possible by 

First Things First ( www.azftf.gov ), the Safford 

City Library ( www.saffordlibrary.org ), and Dolly 

Parton (http://www.dollysimaginationlibrary.  

com/home.php).  First Things First, approved by  

Arizona voters, works to ensure that our 

youngest children have access to quality early 

childhood experiences so they will start school 

healthy and ready to succeed.   Please pick up a 

registration form in the foyer and sign up your 

eligible children for t his free gift.    

mailto:bharalson@cableone.net
mailto:jbonefas@cableone.net
http://www.azftf.gov/
http://www.saffordlibrary.org/
http://www.dollysimaginationlibrary.com/home.php
http://www.dollysimaginationlibrary.com/home.php
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We support the church through our: 
 
PRAYERS: Activate the prayer chain by phoning Judy Fisher at 428-6485, or the church office at 428-4211.  You 

can also write special prayer requests on cards in the pew racks, and turn them in Sunday during worship.  
We also invite you to take time each Wednesday to pray for the ministry of the First United Methodist 
Church. 

 
ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS:  Reminderτthe offering reflects only the General Fund and Loose Plate 
offerings, not any special offerings. 
 

July 26 
Aug. 2 
Aug. 9 
Aug. 16 

122 
137 
121 
128 

$2,324.50 
$4,340.45 
$4,190.25 
$3,312.00 

 
SERVICE:  Thanks to Janet Foreman for taking over the coupon sorting and filing while Sue was in Europe!  It's 
a big job! 
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