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View from the Pulpit Χ 

As I was sitting at my desk thinking 

about this time of the year and what 

kind of messages to prepare over the 

next few weeks of Lent, I looked up at 

my clock to see what time it was and 

then looked at my watch and 

discovered my clock needed to be 

adjusted.  Isnôt it funny no matter how 

good you think a clock is or how good your watch 

is, they all seem to need adjusting from time to 

time?  Well the season of Lent is no different.  Itôs a 

time for us to reset our spiritual priorities as 

individuals as well as a community of believers by 

what Christians have practiced for centuriesé 

  

 Self-examination 

 Penitence 

 Prayer 

 Fasting 

 Almsgiving 

 Reading and meditating on the Word of God 

 

I was so very warmed by the overwhelming 

response we had on Ash Wednesday.  Beginning at 

6:30 a.m., we had people come into the church all 

day long, choosing to set aside all their dayôs 

agenda to spend time in prayer and begin their 

Lenten journey of repentance and the re-adjustment 

of their spiritual priorities. 

 

Lent is a time for us to spend more time on 

connecting with the message and meaning of 

Christôs purpose in our lives and less time thinking 

about our own.  Most of us have grown up under the 

shadow of other traditions where Lent meant  

 

 

ñgiving upò something, but it also means taking on 

some things as wellðtaking on a commitment to 

daily reading of the Bible, taking on the 

commitment to set aside time for daily prayer.  

Even when we do ñgive upò something, it allows us 

to spend more time doing something else that would 

draw us closer to God. 

  

Lent is especially a time for reconciliation. A time 

for us to take the initiative to reconcile, to re-adjust, 

to re-set, to re-member what it means to be a 

follower of Jesus Christ.  

 

When I finally got up and readjusted the clock in 

my office, I felt a little better because my clock and 

my watch were now in synch with each other, kind 

of like getting our lives in synch with Godôs will. 

 

Itôs important to understand Lent is also not 

supposed to be a ñdownerò but rather a time for 

exercising our spiritual muscles so that we might 

become stronger instruments of Godôs love, joy, 

and peace to 

the world 

around us.  

You know that 

saying, ñOne 

with Christ, 

one with each 

other, and one 

in ministry for 

the 

transformation 

of the world.ò 

Let me invite 

you all to be a 

part of Godôs 

plan to 
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transform the world. 

In Jesus name!  Amen 

See ya in churché 

 

 

 

Johnõs Joyful Ringers 

 The chime choir was reorganized in 2008 

with a new name and a new look. There 

were 5 members at the beginning 

and 7 members at the end of the 

year. They performed for 

church services 9 times. 

 At the end of 2009 membership had 

risen to 12 members, losing 1 at the end of 

the year. They performed 17 times, both 

inside and outside the church. 

 At the start of 2010 two other persons have 

joined. Candace Brady joined in January and 

Sierra Stone joined in February, making a 

total of 13 in the chime choir.  

We have five goals for 2010: 

1) To become more professional in knowledge 

of music theory, increase ability to play any 

and all of the chimes, and to play all types of 

music. 

2) To continue and expand sharing our talents 

in the community, including sharing our 

knowledge and skills with others.  

3) To assume greater responsibility in the 

chime choir family for mentoring new 

members, sharing knowledge with others, 

setting up and taking down equipment for 

rehearsals and performances, and being 

present and on time for rehearsal for 

maximum progress of the choir. 

4) To find ways to maximize the limited space 

available, without sacrificing quality of 

performance, as the choir continues to grow. 

5) To form small ensembles to learn advanced 

skills and music that would allow us to 

provide music in smaller settings and 

spaces.  

On Friday, February 12, Johnôs Joyful Ringers 

opened the talent portion of the Dinner and a Show 

fellowship. They played ñWinter Funò, an 

arrangement played at the nursing home at 

Christmas. We would like to thank Mike Capps for 

stepping in at the last minute to fill in a vacant spot.  

 

 

What if church wasnôt just 

a building?  What if 

óchurchô was a verb that 

happened every day?  The 

United Methodist Church 

through the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is doing 

just that.  For more information about how we can 

make óchurchô happen every day, go to 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRBaceryo00 

and view the wonderful ways we can be the hands 

and feet of Christ in our communities and 

throughout the world at the United Methodist 

Churchð     www.10thousanddoors.org  

 

The March BP and 
glucose checks will 

be on the 14th!  
Same place, same 

time!  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRBaceryo00
http://www.10thousanddoors.org/
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Free M oney  
 

Would you walk away and leave 

$1, $5, or $10 unclaimed and 

lying on the street?   Do you ever 

purchase cereal, bread, 

margarine, dog food, deodorant 

(and/or a myriad of other 

products)ðand NOT use a 

coupon?   It's just like wasting 

money!   The coupons are all 

clipped, filed and waiting for 

someone to SAVE MONEY!   

Check it out in the walkway of the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Shhhhhh ï Rehearsal in Progress ï 
 

We are blessed to have several musical groups in 

the church ï the Chancel Choir, the Praise Team 

and Johnôs Joyful Ringers, as well as soloists and 

groups who share their talents with the 

congregation. 

 

The polished result that you see and hear during 

services is a result of many hours of rehearsal, as 

well as that all important final run through before 

the service begins. 

 

When you enter the sanctuary or fellowship hall and 

find a group rehearsing, be sure that you will not be 

interrupting them if you go in. If you do have to 

enter, please be courteous and lower your voices, go 

about your business quietly, and then leave quietly.  

 

This is especially important on the Sundays when 

both Chancel Choir and Johnôs Joyful Ringers are 

providing music for services. The available time to 

rehearse is short, which requires that each group 

respect the otherôs rehearsal time. This also means 

that others entering the sanctuary during rehearsals 

should also respect the rehearsals by keeping voices 

down and limit movement around the rehearsal 

area.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Need a ride to church? 
 

The Board of Trustees is considering using the 

church van to provide rides to Sunday School and 

church on Sundays.  The goal is to enable people 

who may not have transportation or are not able to 

drive themselves to church to be able to come to 

services.  If you, or someone you know, may be 

interested in this service, please call the church 

office (428-4211) and let us know.  Are you 

interested in volunteering to join the driving team 

for this mission?  Let the office know that also! 
 

 

 

 

Desert Soutwest Conference 

The Desert Southwest Annual Conference will be 

held this year from June 24 ï 27 in Glendale.  Some 

reasons you may consider attending the Annual 

Conference this year are: 

 

Renewal:   Inspirational Music, Worship and 

Preaching are an integral part of the conference 

 

Connection; The conference is THE one-stop 

opportunity to see our broader church at work and 

to discover your connection to the work of United 

Methodism in Arizona and in the world.  

 

Learning:   Obtain new ideas; discover different 

approaches and equally as important experience 

affirmation that Safford First United Methodist 

Church is in fact doing many wonderful things. 

 

Do you want to learn more? Go to: 

 

http://desertsouthwestconference.org/fileadmin/Des

ert_Connection/2010/The_Desert_Connection_Vol_

4_Issue_13.pdf 

 

Orétalk to your Annual Conference delegates for 

2010, Steve Haralson or Dona Wright. You may 

also contact your Lay Leader, Dick Spining (428-

1414). 

 

http://desertsouthwestconference.org/fileadmin/Desert_Connection/2010/The_Desert_Connection_Vol_4_Issue_13.pdf
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/fileadmin/Desert_Connection/2010/The_Desert_Connection_Vol_4_Issue_13.pdf
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/fileadmin/Desert_Connection/2010/The_Desert_Connection_Vol_4_Issue_13.pdf
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Spotlight on Youth  
 

First Youth United Methodist Church 

has had some youth who have been 

very busy and have proved 

themselves worthy of recognition.  

 

First of all, Bob and Rosemary Bigandoôs son, 

Jordan Chaffin has been selected as the Safford 

Boys and Girls Club 2010 Youth of the Year. This 

award is the highest honor a club member can 

receive. 

 

"The title recognizes outstanding contributions to a 

member's family, school, community and Boys and 

Girls Club, as well as personal challenges and 

obstacles overcome," says Laurie Armstrong, 

Executive director. 

 

Jordan moves up to state competition now where he 

could possibly win a $5,000 scholarship toward 

secondary education from the Arizona Fiesta Bowl 

and represent the state in the Pacific Region Youth 

of the Year competition. If he is not chosen, he will 

still receive a $1,000 scholarship. 

 

The winner of the regional competition will receive 

a $10,000 scholarship and compete against four 

other regional winners in the national competition 

in Washington, D.C., this September. The National 

Youth of the Year winner will receive an additional 

$15,000 scholarship. The winner will be given the 

award in an Oval Office ceremony by President 

Barack Obama. 

 

Then we also have some youth who have made 

school honor rolls. Whitney Fisher, Preston 

Lindsey, Jesse Hunter, Katie Calloway, Brianna 

Fisher, Brooklyn Lindsey, Michael Capps, Weston 

Lewis, and Emily Tecca (Gyger) made the honor 

roll for Safford High School; Laci Anglin for 

Thatcher High School; Sierra Stone made it for 

Safford Middle School; and Jesse Stone and Valerie 

Moya made it for Lafe Nelson. When you see these 

young ladies and gentlemen, make sure you 

congratulate them. 

 

First United Methodist Church is blessed to have 

these young people, who are our future leaders, to 

be a part of our church family. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trustee report 

  

The trustees are busy keeping the campus safe and 

in good repair. Guttering has been installed over the 

walks to the Fellowship hall. A water line was 

installed so the refrigerator would have ice and cold 

water. A safety lane has been installed across the 

driveway south of the Fellowship Hall so the day 

care kids will be safe. New windows will be 

installed in the class rooms as soon as the 

volunteers can do the work. The oven in the kitchen 

has been repaired. We are prepared to do other 

repairs around the campus. 

Trustee chairman, 

Robert Borland 

 
The Month in 

Scripture  

March 7: Isaiah 55: 1-9 

Psalm 63: 1-8 

1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 

Luke 13: 1-9 

 

March 14: Joshua 5: 9-12 

Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5: 16-21 

Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32 

 

March 21: Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Psalm 126 

Philippians 3: 4b-14 

John 12: 1-8 

 

March 28: Luke 19: 28-40 (Palms) 

Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 (Palms) 

Isaiah 50: 4-9a (Passion) 

Psalm 31: 9-16 (Passion) 

Philippians2: 5-11 

Luke 22: 14-23: 56 or 

Luke 23: 1-49 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

  

ü Adult volunteers for the Sidewalk Sunday 

School are praising the numerous positive 

aspects of the program headed by Sherry 

Brady! 

 

ü The Mission Committee is looking to bring 

back the Heifer Project! 

 

ü Trustees are discussing ways to implement a 

program providing transportation to church 

for those that are unable to get to church via 

another means! 

 

ü The Desert Southwest Conference is June 

24-27 in Glendale.  This is an opportunity 

for all associated with Safford FUMC to 

renew, connect, and learn that our Safford 

FUMC is in fact doing many wonderful 

things! 

 

ü Children from our Day Care after-school 

program are having a very positive 

experience at Sidewalk Sunday School on 

Wednesdays! 

 

ü The Witness Committee deeply appreciates 

receiving your comments about our worship 

services as they work diligently to provide a 

spirit filled worship.  Please share your 

feelings and ideas! 

 

ü Administrative Council is currently 

reviewing our Guiding Principles as a means 

of evaluating our church effectiveness! 

 

 

Chuckles 
 

 

A little girl, dressed 

in her Sunday best, was running as 

fast as she could, trying not to be late 

for Bible class. As she ran she prayed, 

'Dear Lord, please don't let me be 

late! De ar Lord, please don't let me be 

late!'   

While she was running and praying, 

she tripped on a curb and fell, getting 

her clothes dirty and tearing her 

dress. She got up, brushed herself 

off, and started running again! As she 

ran she once again began to pray,  

'Dear Lord, please don't let me be 

late...But please don't shove me 

either!'   

 

Three boys are in the school yard 

bragging about their fathers. The 

first boy says, 'My Dad scribbles a 

few words on a piece of paper, he calls 

it a poem, they give him $50.'   

The second boy says, 'That's nothing. 

My Dad scribbles a few words on 

piece of paper, he calls it a song, they 

give him $100.'   

The third boy says, 'I got you both 

beat. My Dad scribbles a few words 

on a piece of paper, he calls it a 

sermon, and it takes e ight people to 

collect all the money!'   
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

March 14, 2010 

 
Committed people like Angie Willicore, a 

registered nurse for Ganta United Methodist 

Hospital in Liberia and head of the community-

based HIV/AIDS counseling team, live out the 

command to act justly, love mercy and walk 

humbly with God.  Your gifts to One Great Hour of 

Sharing help to ensure designated projects are 

funded 100%, so Angie and people like her in 16 

other United Methodist hospital community-based 

health programs in Africa and Asia continue to 

provide healing and hope for this vulnerable 

population.  There will be envelopes in the bulletin 

on March 14
th
 for you to be able to give to this 

ministry. 

 

 

 

Become a fan of the Desert 

Southwest Conference 
 

 

By Lynn Bartlow, DSC Communications Chair  

The Desert Southwest Conference has taken the 

next step in its ongoing social media campaign. 
On January 20, DSC Communications launched a 
Facebook fan page, and the Conference had just 
fewer than 250 fans within 24 hours. As a point 
of comparison, the Communications Department 
has been building the Conference email list, DSC 
Notes, for the last three and a half years, and 

there are around nine hundred recipients on the 
list at any given time.  
 
ñThis response clearly shows the potential of 
social media at all levels of the United Methodist 
Church,ò said Stephen J. Hustedt, Director of 

Communications for the Desert Southwest 
Conference. ñWhat are we about as United 
Methodists if not Connection? Thatôs what social 
media is all about, too. Itôs a natural fit.ò 
 
This is not the first venture into social media for 
DSC Communications. Last year Myspace and 
Facebook pages were launched for Bishop 
Minerva G. Carcaño and Annual Conference was 
tweeted. About two and a half ye ars ago, all DSC 
digital video features and resources were moved 
over to YouTube.ñOnce we had an online óhomeô 
at www.desertsouthwestconference.org  to invite 

people back to, Conference Comm unications 
made the radical decision that we needed to go 
to where the people are to invite them,ò Hustedt 
said. ñFrankly, it makes me nervous when I hear 
people question if the Church should be a part of 
social media or suggest Christian alternatives to 

popular sites. We are called to go forth and tell 
our story, and the audience that most needs to 
hear our story will not be waiting for us where we 
are comfortable.ò 
 
The Desert Southwest Conference fan page is 
expected to become a crucial part of DSC 
Commu nications in the coming months and 
years, but it is an entirely new channel that will 
not replace anything that is already in place.  
ñOur goal is to create a model for local churches 
and the entire United Methodist Church,ò Hustedt 
said. ñWe must learn to blend classic 
communications elements, like magazines, 
newsletters, audio, video, and ð dare I say ð 
websites with the new ways that people 
communicate, like YouTube, Facebook, Myspace, 
Twitter, and whatever is next. Not everyone uses 
new media. Not everyon e is even comfortable 

with the thought of new media, but facts are 
facts. The people who most need hear our story 
are there. That is where they are waiting for us 
today. So letôs go to them!ò  

Editor's note: to become a fan of The Desert 

Southwest Conferen ce you can simply go to 
www.facebook.com/dscumc  and click "become a 
fan." You will need to be a registered Facebook 
user to become a fan. If you need support in 
creating Facebook profile for yourself  or a 
Facebook fan page for your church contact 
Communications(at)desertsw.org . 

http://www.desertsouthwestconference.org/
http://www.facebook.com/dscumc
javascript:linkTo_UnCryptMailto('pdlowr-FrppxqlfdwlrqvCghvhuwvz1ruj');
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/index.php?eID=tx_cms_showpic&file=uploads/pics/de8ce0daac_01.jpg&width=800m&height=600m&bodyTag=<body style="margin:0; background:
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We support the church through our: 
 

PRAYERS: Activate the prayer chain by phoning Judy Fisher at 428-6485, or the church office at 428-4211.  

You can also write special prayer requests on cards in the pew racks, and turn them in Sunday during worship.  

We also invite you to take time each Wednesday to pray for the ministry of the First United Methodist Church. 

 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS :   

 

Jan. 24 

Jan. 31 

Feb. 7 

Feb. 14 

165 

161 

158 

178 

$2,652.44 

$3,734.55 

$4,083.63 

$5,424.01 

 

SERVICE:  A special thanks to all who participated in and helped with the Dinner & A Show Valentineôs 

banquet.  It was a lot of fun and would not have been successful without the great acts and all the wonderful 

help!  ~Paul 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May all your days be lucky! 

First United Methodist Church 
1020 S. Tenth Avenue 
Safford AZ 85546 

(928) 428-4211  
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